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TO AMEMBASSY SEOUL PRIORITY 

CONPIDENTIAL STATE 164940 

E.O. II652:GDS 
TAGS: PGOV, KS, US 

SUBJECT: KOREAGATE INVESTIGATION DEVELOPMENTS 

1 . ROK EMBASSY LATE JUNE 26 PROTESTED THAT AMB KIM YONG- 
SHIK’S AMERICAN CITIZEN SECRETARY, ELINOR KELLY, HAS BEEN 
CONTACTED BY AN PBI AGENT WHO WANTED TO QUESTION HER ABOUT 
EMBASSY ACTIVITIES. THE AGENT ALLEGED THAT HE HAS STATE 
DEPARTMENT APPROVAL. WE HAVE CONFIRMED TO ROK EMBASSY THAT 
NO SUCH STATE DEPARTMENT APPROVAL HAS BEEN GIVEN, AND INFORMED 
THEM THAT MS. KE LLY HAS DIPLOMATIC PRIVILEGES AND IMMUNITIES 
UNDER 22 use 252-54. SHE MAY OP COURSE DECIDE TO DISCUSS 

SUCH MATTERS VOLUNTARILY. 

2. ON ANOTHER SUBJECT, ON JUNE 27, ROK EMB. COUNSELLOR 

SHIN DO-BYONG CONVEYED ROKG PROTESTS CONCERNING A SUBPOENA 
ISSUED BY FRASER SUBCOMMITTEE AGAINST RIGGS NATIONAL BANK 
OP WASHINGTON POR THE PERSONAL BANK ACCOUNT RECORDS OP POR- 
MER ROK EMBASSY WASHINGTON DIPLOMAT CH'OE HONG-T'AE WHO WAS 
COUNSELOR OP EMBASSY PROM 1971-74. THE SUBPOENA HAS A RE- 
SPONSE DATE OF JUNE 30. SHIN STATED THAT IP THE RECORDS 
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ARE PROVIDED TO THE SUBCOMMITTEE THE ROKG WILL MAKE A 
PURTHER PORMAL PROTEST IN WRITING. DEPARTMENT INFORMED 
SHIN THAT OUR POSITION OP SUBPOENA OP BANK RECORDS IS 
WELL AND PULLY KNOWN TO ROK EMBASSY. WE HAVE CONVEYED OUR 
POSITION NUMEROUS TIMES. IT WAS CLEAR THAT US AND ROKG 

VIEWS OP VIENNA CONVENTION APPLICABILITY TO BANK RECORDS 
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ARE DIFFERENT. WE FULLY UNDERSTAND THE ROK VIEW AND THERE 
SHOULD BE NO MISUNDERSTANDING OF OURS SINCE WE CONSIDER 
THAT THESE RECORDS ARE PRIVATE PROPERTY OF THE BANK AND 
THEREEORE SUBJECT TO SUBPOENA. THERE APPEARS TO BE NO 
ROOM FOR ACCOMODATION ON THIS ISSUE, UNLESS ROKG DESIRES 
TO APPEAL OUR INTERPRETATION TO THE COURT OF JUSTICE. WE 
INFORMED MR. SHIN IF THE EMBASSY AGAIN PROTESTS IN WRITING, 

WE WOULD AGAIN REPLY IN WRITING BUT THAT OUR POSITION 
IS FULLY KNOWN AND IS NOT LIKELY TO CHANGE. VANCE 
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